
 

From Rev Les Forester 

 Holy Communion:  Home communion will be given today.  Please pray for our 

extended faith community. 

Also this Week:  
Wednesday 9am Prayers 

10am to 12 noon – Lollypops Playgroup 

Thursday SRE will resume in February 

 Mission for February – Anglican Aid Abroad 

 Anglican Aid Abroad is a voluntary, non-profit society who share a common 

concern for those in need and are united in a common cause – the relief of 

need in the name of Christ. Their activities focus on human need in all its 

forms. Projects exist for refugee relief, children’s education, HIV/AIDS 

prevention,  agricultural development, women’s literacy, medical work, 

women’s and children’s welfare, orphan care and many others. Please 

donate generously and pray for the success of this outreach. 

Readings for 16th & 

23rd February 2020 

Deuteronomy 10, 12-22 

1 Corinthians 3, 1-9 

Psalm 119, 1-8 

Matthew 5, 21-37 

Exodus 24 12-18 

2 Peter 1, 16-21 

Psalm 2 

Matthew 17, 1-9 

  
 

 

A REMINDER for our Resource Committee – meeting after church at 10.30am this 

morning in the Church. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Sunday March 22nd 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend our Parish AGM following morning tea.  This is an election 

year, so not only will we be electing Parish Council, we will also be electing Synod Reps, 

and most importantly members of the Parish Incumbency Appointment Board, who will play 

an important role in choosing a new Minister.  Annual Reports from Ministries and 

organisations to Secretary Chris Walker as soon as possible please.  Now is the time to be 

praying about people with qualities of discipleship, discernment, teamwork and service and 

to approach them to be nominated for Parish Council and other roles.  

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT PARISH CONSULTATION.  March 1ST 

 

While it is yet to be confirmed by Parish Council, Les hopes to invite the Archdeacon of 

Newcastle, the Venerable Arthur Copeman, to preach at 9am worship on Sunday March 1st, 

and then to lead us for a Parish Consultation Meeting, which is open to everyone.  Les 

anticipates the meeting would go from after morning tea until about Midday.  The aim of 

this Parish Consultation is to hear about the process of finding a new Minister, and to hear 

the views of all people about questions such as: 

 

1.  What are the strengths, joys and celebrations in our Parish Life? 

2. What would make our Parish stronger, better and healthier? 

3. What qualities in a new Minister might be necessary? What would you like to see 

any new Minister focus on in their first 100 days with us? 

 

Please pray about these questions as you prepare to come to our Parish Consultation.  This 

Consultation is different and separate from our Parish AGM on March 22nd. 

 

CALLING ALL PASTORAL CARE VISITORS.  Les would love to meet with everyone 

who is visiting parish members in our parish Pastoral Care work. If you are a pastoral care 

visitor, or you unofficially visit other church members, and you are able to, let’s gather after 

Morning Tea on Sunday February 16th from 10.30am to 11am, for a catch up and 

encouragement. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY. We begin our journey to Easter with the start of Lent on February 

26th.  There will be a service of Holy Communion at 6pm that evening.  Our Diocese is 

preparing and will soon publish a Lenten Bible Study guide.  This guide can be used by 

individuals and groups.  It will be available online. We hope to have a group studying this 

guide and meeting each Wednesday at the Morning Prayer service at 9am. Les will also 

prepare other prayer materials for Lent. 

 

THANKYOU FOR YOUR GIVING TO MISSIONS.   Our Parish supports many Mission 

agencies who work in Australia and overseas.  These mission agencies do the work of the 

Kingdom of God, providing education, medical help, relief from poverty and the sharing of 

the good news of the message of Jesus.  Last year our Parish sent a total of $4,000 to various 

agencies. 

 

REVEREND RICHARD JOHNSON 1788.  In his sermon on Australia Day Les referred 

to the Rev’d Richard Johnson, the Evangelical Church of England Minister who ministered 

to the First Fleet in 1788, and to the new Convict Colony in Sydney.  If you would like to 

know more about him there is an interesting 15 minute audio clip on the internet, by Sydney 

Scholar and apologist John Dickson. It can be found at: 

https//undeceptions.com/podcast/first-church-service 
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Today’s Scripture Readings – 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 

Isaiah 58, 1-9a 
Psalm 112 

 

1 Corinthians 2, 1-13 
Matthew 5, 13-20 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY FEBRUARY 9TH 

 

 Faithful God, you have appointed us your witnesses, to be a light that shines in the world: 

 let us not hide the bright light you have given us, but tell everyone your love, 

 revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever  Amen 

 

 

 

Les’ Reflection 

 

The Sermon for February 9 about love. 

 

This sermon is a reflection on Paul’s letter to the Church in Galatia in central Turkey. 
Paul visited central Turkey in the middle of the first century AD.  The Acts of the 
Apostles chapter 14 tells the story of Paul’s missionary journey, his message, his 
persecution, his opposition, and founding of the church in Galatia.  It is worth reading. 
Subsequently Paul heard that false teachers had been at work in the Churches of 
Galatia.  Paul’s letter to the Galatians is his response to hearing that the Galatian 
Christians were flirting with the views of the false teachers.  Paul seems to have 
written his letter to the Galatians in a state of white hot anger!  He is dismayed and 
astonished that the local churches are flirting with the idea that rules about what to 
eat, what days to celebrate and the practice of male circumcision could somehow 
bring us into relationships with God in Christ. Paul says that by the acts of the law no 
one is put right with God. However, Paul still wants people to live by another law, the 
law of love.  So Paul reminds his readers that the Holy Spirit produces the fruit of love 
in their lives. 

 

The Sermon for February 16th is about anger, and Jesus’ teaching on it. 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel chapter 5, Jesus is recorded as 
saying that being angry is akin to being ready to take someone’s life.  To our ears this 
may sound like an exaggeration, however there is a truth behind it.  Jesus also says 
that calling someone  a “brainess idiot” is a crime, and that calling someone a “moron” 
puts the abuser in danger of “gehenna” fire.  Gehenna is a place name for a Valley on 
the South West edge of the old City of Jerusalem.  In ancient times, it was the site of 
child sacrifice.  It also became the City’s smouldering dump and sewerage works.  In 
other words, a place to be avoided at all costs! 

 

 

 

  

   

http://www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au/

